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Miscellaneous . 


Table I.—Ecliptic orbits in the order of their inclinations. 

Table II.— Comets whose revolutions are under 500 years, ar¬ 
ranged in quadrants of th$ longitude of perihelion, 
commencing with from longitude 45 0 to 135 0 , and 
in the order of their inclination in each quadrant. 
Table III.—Planets arranged in quadrants, as in Table II. 

From a consideration of these tables, Mr. Cooper is induced to 
believe that to Sir J. HerschePs hypothesis “ that direct motion or 
a small inclination are favourable indications of a periodic comet,” 
we may add “ a longitude of the perihelion and of the ascending 
node between 45 0 and 135 0 .” 

The notes appended by Mr. Cooper are very full and very 
instructive, and intelligible : they form, indeed, an essential feature 
in the volume. 


Astronomische Beobachtungen auf der Sternwarte zu Bonn, auf- 
gestelt und herausgegeben von Dr. F. W. A. Argelander. 
Zweiter Band,* i te Abtheilung. 4to. pp. 224. Bonn, 1852. 

This work is a continuation of the zone observations of Pro¬ 
fessor Argelander, from Zone 205 to 321, and contains stars be¬ 
tween 15 0 and 31 0 of south decimation. It may thus be consi¬ 
dered as a prolongation of Bessel’s Zones to the south, as the 
previous volume was an extension to the north. There are aux¬ 
iliary tables* after Bessel’s method, for the reduction of these ob¬ 
served places to the mean places for 1850, Jan. o; but as the stars 
in these zones are observed so near the horizon, Professor Arge¬ 
lander has added a peculiar set of auxiliary tables as an appendix 
to the zones, by which the labour of reduction is considerably re¬ 
duced.t Professor Argelander proposes to bring out these South¬ 
ern Zones in three parts (Monthly Notices , vol. xii. p. 25), and 
hopes that they will give additional accuracy to past and future 
planetary and cometary observations made out of the meridian. 

Professor Argelander remarks that the declinations of the 
southern stars in the R. A. Catalogue appear to be a mean of 
Taylor and Brisbane, and that Brisbane’s catalogue sets the stars 
considerably too much to the south. It is much to be regretted 
that Mr. Taylor’s second catalogue (Madras Observations , vol. vi., 
Madras, 1844), appeared after the completion of the B. A. Cata¬ 
logue. Mr. Baily had only Taylor’s partial catalogues to refer to, 
which are affected by a systematic error in the division of the 

* The first vblume, Bonn, 1846, contains the zones up to 205, which include 
the stars between 45 0 and 8o° of north declination. Bessel-s zones from 15 0 
south declination to 45 0 north declination are to he found in the volumes of the 
Konigsberg Observations. Of the latter, the stars between 15 0 north and 15 0 
south declination have been reduced and catalogued. Catalogus Stellarmn ex 
Zonis Regiomontanis , auctore M.Weisse, 4to. pp. 284. Petropoli, 1846. 
f Hulfstafeln zu den Bonner mdlichen Zonen, izmo. pp. 99. Bonn, 1852. 
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Madras circle. In Mr. Taylor’s second catalogue this error is 
corrected.* 


Annalen dev K. K. Sternwarte in Wien , dritter Folge , erster und 
zweiter Band. 8vo. Wien, 1851-2. 

The particular title of this book is, Argelander*s Zonen-Beobach- 
tungen vom 45 0 bis 8o° nordlicher Declination in mittleren Posi- 
tionen fiir 1842*0, geordnet , von Wilhelm Oeltzen. 

This reduction of Argelander s northern zones was in part per¬ 
formed by M. Oeltzen before the autumn of 1850, when he was 
attached to the Vienna Observatory. Its early completion is due to 
M. Littrow, the director of the Observatory, who relieved M. Oeltzen 
as much as possible from his ordinary work. 

The catalogue contains 26,425 stars, arranged in order of right 
ascension, with the magnitudes, right ascension to hundredths of a 
second, and declination to tenths of a second. To each star is 
appended the zone and number which belong to it in Argeiander’s 
observations. There are no precessions given, but two tables by 
which they may be computed, and the reduction to another epoch 
readily effected. A short introduction of twenty pages (in German) 
explains M. Oeltzen’s mode of procedure. 


Logarithmorum VI. Decimalium Nova Tabula Berolinensis t fyc. 

Auctore Carolo Bremiker. 8vo. Berolini, 1852. 

This volume contains the logarithms of numbers and logarith¬ 
mic sines, cosines, and tangents for every 10" to six places of 
decimals. There is an introduction (82 pages) in Latin, explaining 
the use and construction of the tables. The work is very clearly 
printed, nicely arranged, and of a convenient size. 


Elements and Ephemeris of WestphaVs Comet (II. 1852), by 

August Sonntag. 

The periodic time is 6o*8 years. The ephemeris extends from 
1852, Nov. 12, to 1853, Feb. 1. Ast. Nach. No. 836, p. 322. 


Elements of Psyche , compared with all the observations which 
could be collected, by M. Klinkerfues, of Gottingen Observatory. 
Ast. Nach. No. 831, p. 234. 

* This valuable Catalogue is also published as an independent work: “A 
General Catalogue of the principal Fixed Stars [11,015], from Observations made 
at the Honourable the East India Company’s Observatory at Madras in the 
years 1830-1843, by Thomas Glanville Taylor, &c.” 4to. pp. 272. Madras, 
1844. 
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